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Cars and Courtesy
by Angela Fritz

Cars and Courtesy
[A Gentle Message to our Lovely
Student Drivers]
Editorial by Angela Fritz

High school: The transition from
childhood to adulthood. All the
perks of being a kid and those of
being a young adult rolled into one
nifty package. It also entails a whole
new realm of responsibilities piling
up one on top of the other.
During our high school years
comes the magical age of 16 that
entitles you to - a driver’s license.
Your golden ticket to fun time and
freedom. You get behind the wheel,
maybe even to your own new-used
car, and you are on the road. You
happily hand over $100.00 of your,
or your parents, hard earned money to have the privilege of parking
at the school.
New freedoms, big time
Yes, now even you are allowed to
transport yourself to and from this
glorious cesspool of learning, and
yes, now you can keep your vehicle
on its grounds. Its a dream come
true and so worth the cost.
You can escort your friends
home, or drive them to Kopps,
without asking your mother of
course, because it makes it much
easier to disregard the “+ 2” on
your shiny new comes-with-limitations-for-the-first-two-years

driver’s license.
You can now stay late without
worrying about Dad not being
home before work to pick you up.
You can head over to Susan’s house
because it is no one’s business but
yours what you do with your car,
right? You get to feel the pleasure of
emptying your wallet into your gas
tank. What an honor. The thing we
teenagers so often forget, however,
is you are not the only one.
Laying it thick on the horn
You may just be walking out of
school when already something
assaults your eardrum,that of a car
horn. Many other kids laugh at the
idiocy that is two cars blowing their
horn across the lot to one another, as though having some secret
conversation in morse code. The
seemingly endless honking thought
to be funny is well… annoying.
Taken from both experience and
observation the noise startles and
irritates many. Nothing like having
a stressful day and being frightened
by some idiot with a car.
Honking is not a language, it’s a
way to notify drivers and pedestrians that you are there. It is a useful
tool to remind others that maybe
they’re not doing the right thing.
It is also a gateway drug into road
rage. This particular brand of hormone exhaustion finds itself common in the high school parking lot.

Getting slammed with CSAs and projects?
We’ve got the skinny on how to survive it all.
			
Go to Page 3

Says student Annie J., “I only like it
if I’m driving a car with a ‘Honk if
you think I’m sexy bumper sticker
on.”
What’s the pressing need to
speed?
There is a much more dangerous
problem being sheltered behind the
noise of a car. Two words come to
mind when I’m standing outside
waiting to go home: slow down.

Who is this?
Go to Page 6

Many of our peers want to go
home, and they want to do it as
quickly as possible.
Numbers of epic and unreasonable proportions record themselves
on the speedometer. Is picking up
your little brother right as the bell
rings worth your safety? Or your
friends? Last year four students
were hit by cars.
(continued on page 4)

Varsity’s scoring high marks on the
scoreboard and in the classroom.
How do they do it?
		Go to Page 8

This issue of the Talon has been brought together using all walks of life here at Greenfield High School. We understand that
last year’s paper was rough and we appreciate your, the readers, the students, patience with us. This year the Talon looks to
inform, educate, and entertain an audience of teens and teachers alike with stories from dedicated hardworking artists, writers, photographers, and supervisors. We wish from the bottoms of our hearts to fill you with excitement, anticipation, and
happiness. Seasons Greetings from the staff of The Talon.
Sincerely,
		Judas Lane
		
Editor in chief
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The Talon’s staff is always looking for new writers, artists, photographers, and more! Stop by Room 248 if you’re interested in
joining the team!
Got a burning question? Ask April! She may be able to help. Contact her via email at ask.april.ghs@gmail.com
The Talon is accepting student submitted work! Poetry, comics, short stories and more! Email your writing (anonymously, or
not) to TalonSubmissionPage@gmail.com

CSA Survival Guide
by Katrina Parra

In the midst of all the candy
canes, gift shopping, and decorations many naïve high school
children (especially those gullible
freshmen) were and maybe still
are looking forward to the winter
break. But little did they know that
they were about to fall victim to
their impending doom… PROJECTS AND CSAs.
Ah yes, ‘tis the season to get
homework. Virtually all the teach-

your sanity.
My first and possibly most important piece of advice is to remember this: organization is key!
Write down all the important dates
of upcoming test days and due
dates for projects on a calendar,
along with your work or practice
days and *scary word alert* plan
ahead. It’s never a good idea to
leave things until the last minute.
And by using the calendar strategy

before your test if you can help it.
But if you do find yourself in that
kind of situation chew gum! Seriously. Chew like there’s no tomorrow. Studies show that chewing
gum while you’re studying can
actually help you remember what
you read and can especially help if
you always chew the same flavor
whenever you study or when you
take the test. And I find it to be a
stress reliever as well.

you’re having a hard time right now
or just want to give up that’s not the
right answer.
So get off your bum and work.
You’re in the home stretch and that
way you can really kick off winter
break with an accomplished feeling
knowing that you did your best and
that your worst times are behind
you.
So the three weapons against the

ers in GHS have universally decided that they need to swamp us with
as many hoops to make us jump
through as possible right before
break (because apparently we don’t
have any lives), and many of you
may be feeling a little overwhelmed
by this surprise attack.
But have no fear, for Katrina-kins
is here to offer ideas on how to
properly keep up with your monstrous work load and (hopefully)

you can plan which days you want
to study for what test or work on
whatever project piece-by-piece so
you won’t get overwhelmed.
My second word of advice is
actually more of a studying tip. Remember that even though studying
is yucky, and quite honestly I know
I would rather be shot in the face
than study sometimes, it’s important that you do it--and not just
by midnight cramming the night

My last piece of advice is something that sounds really simple but
is vital and can actually be hard to
pull off: Don’t not give up! I know
that with all the usual pressures
with your club activities, job, regular school work, holiday activities,
bae time and all these projects or
tests coming to bring darkness into
your world, you can be frantic right
now. But it’s important that you do
your best! I assure you that even if

evil montrosity we have come to
know was CSAs and projects are
organization (think of the calendar strategy), studying smart (you
can use gum as an aid), and perseverance (go buy yourself a kitty
cat poster that says never give up
or something to remember that).
Use these ultra-super swagalicious
weapons wisely, proceed into the
holiday season cautiously, and have
a good break.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CHAMPION SWIM TEAM!
1st PLACE AT THE JANESVILLE CRAIG COUGAR INVITATIONAL

After School with GSA
by Katie Brzozowski

H: The club used to be a
small gathering of kids who
just wanted a safe place to
come and find other people interested in making a
difference. Now we’re actually making a difference by
making ourselves known,
allowing anyone to join, and
getting active in the community.

GSA is an acronym for Gay
Straight Alliance. They promote
tolerance, acceptance, and equality
in a friendly environment that anyone can be a part of. The club aims
to spread awareness throughout
the school district and community.
Haleigh De Smet is a senior who is
its president.
Katie: What is GSA?
Haleigh: GSA stands for gaystraight alliance which is a judge
free place where people of all sexualities can come to connect with
other activists and promote tolerance within our school setting.
K: When did GSA start?
H: It officially started the 20122013 school year.

(continued from
cover page) Two of
those occasions required arrival
of E.M.Ts. This year, however, we
are lucky to have no incidents thus
far- knock on wood- but as winter comes forth, the road will be
slippery. This increases the chances of accidents occurring, breaks
being insufficient, and someone
getting hurt. It’s not funny or cool
or helpful to speed off at the end of
the day. The speed bumps are there

K: Why does Greenfield need
a gay straight alliance?
H: We need GSA to help
provide a safe environment
and encourage acceptance
throughout our school.
K: What are you doing to get
the word out?
H: We’ve had posters promoting our club throughout
the hallways for about a month.
We also have an Alliance dinner
that will be taking place sometime
in January for a small fee. We will
have a speaker coming in too and
we’re in the process of designing
superfan t-shirts.
K: What has changed since you
started?
lack of focus the driver gives the
road. When driving you have to be
responsible for yourself by not only
avoiding these actions, but looking
out for those who are. Be ready at
any moment to swerve or hit the
brakes to prevent a collision. If you
know the person in the other car,
why not talk to them the next day
at school. It could save their life.
Avoiding texting while driving
also relieves traffic and gets us all
home sooner. A driver who is on
their phone is not paying attention
to the openings in the line, or looking for other ways to get to their
destination.
They’re sitting
there and
moving foot
by foot. It
clogs up traffic. The buses
are large and
everywhere.
It takes time
for them to
disperse. Cars sit there waiting for
the guy in front to move, but he’s
too busy texting his girlfriend to
notice that he can move up.

I know in the morning no
one is alive. The coffee
hasn’t kicked in, and sleep
still plagues you.
for a reason- to remind you to slow
down. You drive around them.
Don’t. They are there to protect
you, your friends, your teachers,
and your precious car.
It’s a fact: texting kills
As a driver, it is your responsibility to make up for the skilled
tactics of others. I have seen people
texting or on the phone while they
are driving. This is extremely dangerous. Many teens are killed by the

Get some sleep
I know in the morning no one is
alive. The coffee hasn’t kicked in,
and sleep still plagues you. Driving
while tired is much like driving
drunk. Getting some sleep will help
everyone in the long run, even if
that AP homework kept you up un-

and our school as a whole.
K: Has there been any controversy
with anyone outside the club?
H: I haven’t had anyone come up
to me directly but I have heard
that people have said that there
shouldn’t be a club specifically for
our sexuality- which it isn’t. GSA
is about the connections with each
other in the club, our feelings, and
the sense of being included.
K: Anything else
you’d like to add?
H: There will be
more information after Christmas break about
the dinner and
t-shirts if anyone
is interested.

K: What exactly are you doing to get
involved in the community?
H: We took a field trip to Pridefest
2014 and wore our GSA shirts this
past summer.

The GHS GSA is always accepting
new members to become a part
of this welcoming organization.
If you’d like to be join or find out
any more info, come to a meeting
in Ms. Nickel’s room any Tuesday
K: What impact would you say GSA after school or talk to Haleigh De
has on the school climate?
Smet if you see her in the halls!
H: Over the past three years I’ve
seen people becoming tolerant
which is a huge step for our club

til dawn. If it’s hard for you to keep
your eyes open, maybe it would
be better to get a ride for the day.
Remain attentive and alert, even in
the morning.
While high school driving problems may stem from teenagers with
cars, they’re not the only ones at
fault. Students walk out onto the
road without looking all the time.
That’s just plain stupidity. Some
adult at some point in your life told
you, “Look both ways before you
cross the street” and you shrugged
them off. That’s why you’re going to be one of the 4/1300 kids
that needs to be trucked off to the
hospital due to complications in a
vehicular accident. In a suburban
high school, those odds are high.
You know most everyone’s name.
You recognize faces that you pass
in the hallways everyday and it’s
not too hard to believe that one of

those kids is you or your friend.
You are never to old or too cool
to remember this life saving rule.
There is a sidewalk that leads up to
the hill. It’s not a crime to use it.
Driving is a privilege not a right,
and as any privilege, it can be taken
away. Putting your friends lives in
danger is selfish and juvenile. They
want to graduate, go to college, play
sports, raise a family, be a doctor,
be a lawyer, be vet, or a physical
therapist. Texting, talking, speeding, shoving your new shiny car
full of as many kids as possible these are the things that take those
dreams away. Keep the noise and
speed down and your eyes on the
road. We are all young adults and
it’s time we drive like them. Follow
the rules. Drive safe. Being 5 minutes late for your date is far better
than being on a hospital bed for 5
days.

Talon Polls Hawk Nation
If you could NOT do one thing ever again without any
consequence would it be...

What’s your favourite season?

What do you celebrate over winter break?

What do you sleep in?

“It’s time to cheer, because Christmas is here!”
--Jay Hernandez
“My uncle’s family is Jewish and my parents family is
Catholic, so we celebrate both holidays.”
- Chris Mooney

Would you rather...

SENIORS ONLY Do you feel the school adequately prepares
you for college and ‘adult life’ ?

Some say the world will end in fire, others say in ice- which is
the lesser evil?

“School doesn’t teach life skills, it teaches conformity
and repetition.”
			- Damion Villwock
“It’s not about what you’re taught, it’s about
what you learn.”
			- Zach Peters

What’s Brewing in the Science Wing?
Mrs. Carothers describes the science wing as fun, innovative, active and full
of quirky personalities. Here’s why...
Andrew
Rochon

Martin Volk
Noun(n)
Noun(n)“He’s actually an alien.
Be wary.”

Personal Quote

Personal Quote

“Check your Gantt chart”

“Do any of your teachers like
you?”

Teaches

Melinda
Carothers

Intro to Engineer Design
Principle of Engineering
Civil Engineering
Construction 1
Construction 2

My favourite high school or colNoun(n)“ A King among men”
lege memory would be…
Noun(n) “Someone who seems
to tell boring starbucks jokes”

“a Louis Black show.” Louis
Black was a comedian whose
show Mr. Rochon had gone to
Personal Quote
in college. He went with friends
and says it was the best time
“So far, so good.”
he can remember because it’s
“where [he] met [his] wife”. He
Teaches
recalls sitting next to a friend
and ‘swooning’ his future wife
AP Physics
with a ‘classic’ pick-up line. He
AP Chemistry
turned to his friend and says,
“She’s my type”, and the rest, he
My favourite high school or colclaims, is history.
lege memory would be…
“seeing the Grand Canyon.”
Mrs. Carothers fondly remembers a trip she took over spring
break in college. She and a
group of her friends traveled
to San Diego and then to the
Grand Canyon. She says she
loved spending so much time
with her friends and being unattached from anything else. Mrs.
Carothers loves the country and
traveling. The trip allowed her
to “hit the road”.

Erik “Robbie”
Robertson
Noun(n) “A very nice man who
likes to steal obese children
from their homes at night, then
making them lose weight before
returning them back to their
parents. Usually unscathed.”
Personal Quote
What’s Up?
“ A two letter word indicating
direction”
“A disney pixar movie involving
balloons”
“The opposite of down”
Teaches
Chemistry
Intro to Physics
Science and Society
My favourite high school or college
memory would be…

“graduating from my Master’s
program.” When asked why
such an obvious moment of
joy could prompt the strongest memory over such a long
course of time he replied that he
graduated the same day that his
girlfriend had graduated from
her undergraduate program.

Teaches
AP Biology
Honours Biology
My favourite high school or college memory would be…
“meeting my wife.” Mr. Volk
describes a time in college when
he succomed to an injury and
was unable to transport himself
to and from school. In his inability to drive he found himself
carpooling with a girl who was
“chasing after him”. When asked
why something as simple as a
car ride was the most prominent memory to him he replied,
“Well, I mean… hot girl”.

Bradley
Seegert

Julia
Fangmann

Noun(n) “A generally all around
pleasant guy”
Personal Quote
“Hint. Hint.”
Teaches
Biology
My favourite high school or college memory would be…
“.... a field trip to the Shedd
Aquarium.” In college Mr. Seegert took a trip to Chicago with
his ichthyology class, which is
the study of fish. This was his
favourite thing because he “got
to go behind the scenes” and the
other “students in the class were
awesome”. Mr. Seegert recalls
that the employees had to be
prompted to “do their homework” because his class was
coming and knew their stuff so
the Shed’s workers should “be
on their toes”. Give it up to the
man who’s favorite thing about
college was a class all about fish.
Not surprising seeing as he has
a variety of saltwater fish both
in his classroom and at home.
His favourite was a Lion fish, a
venomous species of saltwater
fish, named Leo. (Punny, right?)

Noun(n) “One who drives reallllly fast”

Matt
Tarnowski
Noun(n) “Described to have a
way with words. Master of tongue
twisters.”

Personal Quote

Personal Quote
“I am not Dory!”
Teaches
Anatomy and Physiology
Chemistry
My favourite high school or college memory would be...

“setting a record.” Ms. Fang“If it’s worth doing, it’s worth
mann remembers in her high
overdoing.”
school years she played “JV”
basketball. The game was close
Teaches
to its end just when Fang threw
her final shots. She made two
Chemistry
free throws that not only asPhysics
sisted her team in winning, but
broke a record! + 1 to thinking
My favourite high school or col- outside the box - net?
lege memory would be…
“when I met my wife in college.” Mr. Turnowski describes
meeting his wife in great detail.
He remembers where he sat in
the classroom the first moment
he met eyes on her, the way the
lighting flooded the room, even,
he says, the exact outfit she was
wearing. When she walked in,
he describes, he long hair “[was]
flowing over her shoulders” and
he turned to his friend beside
him and said, “ Wow, do you see
her? I’d like to marry a woman like that some day”. Exact
words, he swears it.

Derek Radtke
Noun(n) “In baseball, when a
pitcher gives up one or more
home runs in the first inning
then pitches 6 or more scoreless
(or nearly scoreless) innings.
Especially if the first innings
run(s) were scored on home
runs.”
Personal Quote
“Stop goofing around.”
Teaches
Intro to Physics
Intro to Chemistry
My favourite high school or college memory would be...
“getting my first car.” A shiny
new ‘87 Chevy Blazer pulled
up and Mr. Radke knew he was
star-struck in love.

“Nerds are people, too.”
--Mr. Merchle

Who Let the Hawks Out?

The basketball season having begun, we take a closer look at the boys and girls varsity teams!
Yes! The season has started and your favorite Hustlin’ Hawks varsity basketball players have made the cuts and are ready to go. To describe a varsity
basketball player as dedicated is an understatement; they need to be ready to go all the time looking to improve their game each and every day.
Sometimes balancing time is tough. “I just don’t sleep, I stay awake until everything’s done and try to be efficient,” says Madison Kohl, senior forward and captain of the girls’ team. They’re always on the go, whether it’s game day as they prepare their mind and body by eating healthy and staying
hydrated or practice for two hours along and weight lift and watch film; the whole team dedicates up to or more than 23 hours of their week to the
basketball life.
There are some similarities between the varsity boys and girls teams, but many more differences. They both have an equal number of players on a
roster of fourteen with three on each having jobs. The differences go much farther though, such as their cumulative GPAs, their averaged heights, and
their represented grade levels. Yet what really brings the two teams together is the fact that both are able to dedicate their time to both school work and
a high level of competition.

Girls
Last year the varsity girls team was known as being smart and involved
and this year they are again with their cumulative GPA of a 3.58, outsmarting the boys team. The girls who are coached by Coach Graetz has
an all upperclassmen roster with six seniors on it.
The girls are deffinately not the tallest team out there, averaging only
5’4 but are looking to score with their quickness and speed. Coach Graetz
looks forward to “controlling the ball and tempo of the game” knowing
“every possession will be key when we don’t have a lot of size.”
The girls don’t only have to work extra hard to score with their tallest
player, Monica Hooper standing at 5’9 and shortest, Audrey Schmidt
at 5’0, but work for their grades as well. Managing time can be difficult.
Kelly Sandner says, “I rank things on closest to the due date, I prioritize,
not slacking off.”
The girls team has many great role models of what a student athlete
should look like. “Someone who works hard in the classroom, is responsible, respectable, and a supportive individual,” says Coach Graetz. Staying
focused in the classroom is important but can be difficult on game day.
Getting ready for the game is often key: “music, a good meal, and snack”
is how Monica Hooper and the team focus in on the game.

The boys varsity team, coached by Mr. Miller consists of one freshman,
three sophomores, four juniors, and six seniors. Unlike the girls team,
they have several grade levels throughout their roster including freshman
Sam Streeter as well as two sophomores.
Coach Miller says he’d like to improve “rebounding specifically and
overall intensity” throughout this season. Needing to be so dedicated

“Sometimes it may be difficult to put
school first, but having good grades is
important to be able to play.”
-Alex Cramer, senior

to the game, how do the players manage the little extra free time they
have? Senior center Ryan Sobocinski, the tallest player standing at 6’4,
says, “schoolwork comes first,” valuing the little free time he has because
“spending time with family is important.”
The boys have maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.23. The team's sixth
man senior Alex Cramer says “doing homework after practice” is an
important part of being a student athlete especially while holding a job.
Sometimes it may be difficult to put school first, but having good grades is
important to be able to play. “I look for character, commitment to academics, good citizenship, and obviously someone with drive” says Coach
Miller.
The players prepare for gameday in their own ways. Ben Fularczyk says,
“I just get my mind set throughout the day, get ready and think about
what I want to do throughout the game.” Ryan Hensiak adds, “You gotta
listen to some music, you gotta get in the zone, and focus on your opponent.”

Grade levels on each team

GIRLS
Seniors 42.9%
Juniors 57.1%

BOYS
Seniors 42.9%
Juniors 28.6%
Sophomores 21.4%
Freshmen 7.1%

One hundred students were asked
Are you more likeky to attend a
boys or girls basketball game?

Who do you think is Greenfields’
biggest rivalry in basketball?
4%

Other 2%

17%

Girls 17%
Boys 83%

30%
83%

58%

New Berlin East 4%
Greendale 58%
Whitnall 30%

Let’s Take a Look at What’s New Rho Kappa
by Katie Kelly

What made you want to join Rho
Kappa?

What is your favorite moment in
history?

“I didn’t join just to learn about
dates in history and about geography, I wanted to be apart of a
club that works together to not only
make people more appreciative and
understanding of history but to also
make our school and community
more educated culturally.”

“I’d have to say when John F.
Kennedy gave his speech to Berlin
on June 26th 1963 to give support
to West Germany after the Soviet
Union put up the Berlin Wall
to prevent mass emigration to the
west and said, “Ich bin ein Berliner!” This actually translates as
“I’m a jelly doughnut!” instead
of “I’m one of you, a person of
Berlin.”

What are some activities you would
like to do
throughout the year with Rho Kappa?

Rho Kappa is the National Social
Studies Honor Society, which is
sponsored through the National
Council of Social Studies. It was
established just ten years ago on a
national level. This is Greenfield’s
first year having Rho Kappa.
To get a more in depth look at
Rho Kappa I interviewed
with the teacher advisor, Mrs.
Redlinger:
What does Rho Kappa do for the
community?

“Each chapter gets to decide
what they want to do, that’s the fun
of it. Because it is the social studies honor society there is virtually
nothing we can’t do because social
studies isn’t just history, it’s the interactions of people. We could do
anything from going to a cultural
event to picking up trash around
the community.”

Why Rho Kappa?
“Because it is the National Social
Studies Honors Society!. . .If it is
something that honors my students
in a positive way I want to do it. And,
well, because the kids are fabulous,
of course.”
What is your favorite class to
teach?
“You

just asked the mama which
one is her favorite child!”
Why should students join Rho
Kappa?

“Because it’s fabulous! But also
to recognize the good things they
have already done.”
I wanted to get s students perspective on the club so I interviewed
with member Jessica Hoffmann:

“I’m looking forward to helping
with the History Bowl, however
that may be, whether I’m competing or just helping out with concessions. I also hope we get to do a lot
of cultural activities because that’s
what I’m most interested in. Also
some environmentally friendly
things around wherever, like picking up trash.”

Interesting Factoids

The word Rho means head in English
The word Kappa means hand in
English
The Greek letters for Rho Kappa
are PK

What was your favorite social studies class to take and why?

“Definitely World Affairs because everything we discuss are
current events that we are all experiencing and hear about daily. A lot
of these things are very debatable
and I love having those kinds of
discussions in class. Being able
to argue my point and at the same
time being able to accept that there
are others that feel different is an
awesome thing.”

A practice filled summer
By Katrina Parra

Do you remember what you did
this summer? Maybe you got a
job or maybe you went to summer
school. But what the dance team
did was quite different. This summer they practiced twice a week
on technique and got ready for
UDA camp and the football season
with dances to the songs “Counting Stars”, “Poms Poms Down for
me”, “Who runs the world” and
“Big Timers”. They worked hard
on getting their calypsos (a certain
technical jump for dance), cleaning up their double turns, and also
focused on team bonding. This was
also a very critical part of the poms
season for many of the new team
members. I personally remember how intimidated I was at the
beginning of the season, and quite
frankly I was amazed that I got on.
But my team supported all the new
members and helped us all feel like

the winter pep rally where the
dance team will be performing

a part of the family. Overall it was
a successful summer that helped
guide the dance team into one of
our most popular seasons: football.

Working behind the scenes
During the football season most
people think that the dance team
only prepared for their performances, but in actuality they were
also helping spread school spirit
behind the scenes. For example,
for every football game they spent
extra time before and after practice to make the banners for football players to run through at the
beginning of the game and decorated the atrium for homecoming. The
dance team also did many fundraisers for the team such as a car wash,
yankee candle sale, and worked at
Dan Jansen fest.

Getting Ready for Basketball
Season
As of right now the GHS Dance
team is planning to do a guy/girl
Christmas routine, hip hop, and
jazz routine later in the basketball
season and are also preparing for

twice.

Upcoming Events
Super fan shirts coming out soon!
Performances at the basketball
games (On Tuesdays or Fridays)
Performances for the winter pep

The Book Box
by Karina Polacek

The Maze Runner is an award
winning novel written by James
Dashner. It belongs to a series of
3 books and a prequel. Recently, it
has been made into a major motion
picture, which has already grossed
close to 40 million dollars in revenue.
In this book, James Dashner
tells the story of Thomas who
wakes up without his memory in
the middle of "the Glade", an area
surrounded by grey stone walls and

inhabited by a group of boys.
Following Thomas's arrival,
another kid uncharacteristically appears the next day, Teresa, the one
and only girl. When the group's
protection is compromised, they
look to Thomas to lead them to
safety against the stinging Grievers
and also to find out why the Glade
exists.
This book is very suspenseful and made me question how
our own government would re-

spond to a "survival of the fittest"
environment in up and coming
years as our natural resources and
energy supplies deteriorate.
My favorite part was when
Thomas sacrifices his own safety to
go out and try to save two runners
that didn't make it in before the
doors closed by trying to outwit the
grievers so they all could survive
the night. In these scenes, Dashner includes outstanding character
traits such as bravery and selflessness through the heroicness of his
actions.
The book takes a while to get
into, but eventually it hooks you
because of a few story enhancing
plot features.
One thing that I found I did

Ogi’s Oddities
By Ognion Voparipae

not like about the book was the
lack of character development for
supporting characters. For example, I believe that Thomas’s partner
Teresa could have been developed
more, since she was just as important to the planning of the Glade
as Thomas. Her personality was
more generalized and we did not
learn any quirky details about her
like we did Thomas. Also, a few of
the figurative language lines were
repeatedly used.
All in all, The Maze Runner is
a fictional work of art, with plot
twists around every corner. A great
read for both genders, it is the perfect book to curl up with by the fire
this holiday season!

“Five Gifts that Should be on Your
Christmas List”
By Collin Kufahl

1

-Shakira:

Shakira is not only spicy,
but carries with her a feminine
prowess that is both seductive and
forthcoming. Her voice is like
that of an angel, greeting me as I
walk through the gates of heaven.
Her hips DO NOT LIE. To put her
at anything less than #1 on your
Christmas list would be an insult
to mankind as we know it.

Artwork by Lyndsay Wieczorek
Awkward storytime. My mother decided to take my sister and me shopping at Southridge mall on Black Friday.
We first went to Express where she purchased things for me and my
father. After, we went to Boston Store to buy some things for her.
Finally, we went to a store for my little sister.
It was was filled with middle-aged women and pre-pubescent girls and
I was one of two dudes in there. The other guy was wearing bedazzled
shoes...
I felt awkward standing there so I walked around the mall and
GameStop caught my attention, so I decided to head there.
I was hit immediately with a stench that smelled of sweat and shame.
As if everyone in the store had run forty miles and sweated up the place.
Oh, and one kid was wearing bunny ears for some reason. So I ended
up leaving because of the stench and waited in the store where my mom
was purchasing things for my little sister.
It ended up being the most awkward thing I have ever experienced at
the mall.

2-UGGs:

Short for Ugly’s, these alpaca
skin-lined marshmallow boots will
keep those piggies from squealin’
this frosty winter. Also made for
men, they pair nicely with PINK
yoga pants, Columbia sweatshirts,
and Starbucks coffee. If you want
to tell the world, “I’m Lazy and
I’m Proud!” add this fashionable
footwear to the list.

3-Breaking Bad: 4-McDonald’s Gift Card:

One of the top-rated series since forever, Breaking
Bad has captivated the hearts of
all through the story of Heisenberg, a chemistry teacher gone .
. . “salesman.” For just the small
price of $300, you can own all
five seasons and binge watch that
holiday break away. After all, it’s
not like you’re going to do that
homework till 6a.m. on the day
we return to school, so you need
something to fill up all the down
time.

I see diabetes in your future. Besides, who else offer 2 for
$5 McRib?

5 The Gift of Giving:
-

Cliché, I know, but not everyone can afford Shakira, UGGs,
all five seasons of Breaking Bad,
and McDonald’s Gift Cards. So
spread the wealth a little, eh?
Share Shakira with your friends;
donate a pair of UGGs; etc. Just
find some way to give back to the
people who have already sacrificed
so much for you.

Ask April
Dear April, I’ve been trying to find
a job, but nobody will accept me. I
have good grades and transportation. I don’t know what to do.
-Pocket Change

Dear Pocket Change,
I suggest that you just keep trying
to apply to a variety of jobs until
someone accepts. It might also
help to ask anyone you know that
works if their place of business is
hiring. Sometimes having someone
recommend you can help you land
a job. When applying, remember to
call and inquire about the position
to show your interest and dedication. When going to an interview,
dress formally to make a good
impression, but make sure not to
overdress. When being interviewed
you will usually be asked if you
have questions. Make sure to have
a few prepared before meeting with
your employer. Make sure to use
an interview to learn about your
potential job and to show what you
know about the position you’ve
applied for. Good luck with your
search!
Dear Coffee and Cram,

Dear April, I heard we’re having
a winter formal. I’d love to wear
a puffy dress, but I’m afraid that
girls aren’t supposed to ask guys to
dances. What do you think?
-Snowball Princess

Dear Coffee and Cram,
Notecards always help. Even if
you don’t think you’ll actually use
them, just writing down information really helps. Even rewriting
your notes a few times can boost
your grade by a lot. Another way
to study is to look online for some
study guides to help you review.
Otherwise talking to your teacher
and going through old corrected
homework is always an easy way
to study. Even running through the
problems again without looking at
your notes can help you understand
the material. No matter what you
do, make sure not to study within
two hours of falling asleep, because you will not retain anything
from this time frame. Hope you do
well!
Sincerely, April

Dear April, I have a giant test coming up and I have no idea how to
study for it. Could you help?
- Coffee and Cram

Dear Snowball Princess,
I think that it’s almost 2015 and a
girl should be able to do whatever
she wants. I don’t know of a single
guy who would object to being
asked to a dance by a cute girl, so
go find someone to share the night
with. Even if you decide that you
don’t want a boy to go with you,
just grab a friend and have fun with
them instead. Either way, don’t let
anything stop you from wearing
that dress!
Sincerely, April

Puzzling Puzzles from the Talon Team

